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WESTERN GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY

November 7, 1997

Mr. Michael David Lichtenstein, Esq.
Lowenstein, Sandier, Kohl, Rsher & Boylan
65 Livingston Avenue
Roseland, New Jersey

Re: Potential Claim for Environmental Damage in the Coeur d'Alene Basin,
Northern Idaho
Insured : Group R Co., Inc.
Policy No. : RO-84-39-1101 (8/31/79 - 8/30/80)

80-1014(8/31/80-1/31/82)

Dear Mr. Lichtenstein:

Receipt of your letter and enclosures of October 31, 1997 is acknowledged.

Unfortunately, however, you must have us confused with some other company,
because we have absolutely no idea what this matter is all about. The policy
numbers referenced on your letter, and referenced above, are not policy
numbers issued by our company. Furthermore, our company is a California
domiciled insurer and during the apparent period at issue, 1979 through 1982,
our writings were exclusively confined to California, and were exclusively
confined to automobile insurance.

Our company does not issue any policies that would apply to claims for
environmental damage, and more specifically, our company never has and
currently does not provide insurance coverage to Golconda Corporation, Cerro,
Cerro-Marmon, The Marmon Group, Marmon Holdings, Inc., the Pritzker
Interests, and/or Group R.

As stated at the outset, I believe your letter has been misdirected to our
company. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

WESTERN GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY

Dan Malk
Executive Vice President and General Counsel
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